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BIG LOCAL TRUST – UPDATE
December 2011

The stakeholder dialogue has begun!
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The room was full and there was a definite buzz in the air as members of the Peoples Panel, together with a host of community stakeholders and partners, met to begin the development of the Neighbourhood Community Plan for NW Ipswich.
Liz Louch, CEO, Ipswich and District CVS, chaired the Stars and Stakeholder Visioning and Networking Event, which was held on 6th December 2011 at Whitton Church Hall, Whitton Church Lane, Ipswich.  
Sixty-five people attended to give their views on issues facing the neighbourhood and consider some of the possible solutions, which could be put in place to tackle these challenges.

Consideration was also given to the future aspirations, considering how people want the neighbourhood to feel like and be like to live in after ten years, when the Big Local Trust project ends.  All of the suggestions and ideas generated will be formulated into a draft Neighbourhood Community Plan, which will go our to wider community consultation in the Spring 2012.

Some of the priority headlines coming out of the event were:

· Improving employment opportunities for young people through the development of social enterprise, local Modern Apprentice schemes, or temporary placements within local businesses
· To increase use of existing community facilities to deliver a range of learning and recreational opportunities for all sectors of the community, ensuring that buildings are used to their full potential

· To tack the social divide between Whitton and Whitehouse and build a more inclusive, cohesive community, founded on strong community spirit  

· To improve communications between residents, stakeholders and partners, in order to increase access to services and enable local people to have a real voice.

· To provide support to address health inequalities, encouraging exercise, fitness and healthy eating

· To provide support to older/vulnerable people living in isolation, improving both physical and mental health
· To build on the fact that NW Ipswich is a safe place to be and challenge negative perceptions both in the neighbourhood and across the wider Ipswich area
These are just a few of the suggestions that came out in discussions.  Much more detail will be revealed in the first draft plan, which will go to the Peoples Panel on 9th January 2012 for consideration, prior to going out to wider community consultation.
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Stars & Stakeholder Visioning/Networking Event Photos – 6th December 2011
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Timescales for the Development of the Neighbourhood Community Plan
· Pull together the basis of a Neighbourhood Community Plan from the Visioning Event – December 2011

· Discuss first draft with Peoples Panel – January 2012

· Go out to wider community consultation – February 2012 – April 2012

· Amendments/Review – May 2012

· Submit to CDF – June 2012
For more information of the work of the Big Local Trust, please contact Leah Douglas by e-mail on: leah.douglas@ipswich-cvs.org.uk or by mobile on: 07976 565329.







